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Message from the
Rabbi

Dear Friends,

In addition to the regular Torah portion, this week we read the final
of four special readings related to the current time of year: the
establishment of the Jewish calendar in preparation for the holiday
of Passover.

All Jewish holidays occur on particular dates, and these holidays
include various laws and observances as commanded in the Torah
(such as eating matzah and avoiding chametz on Passover, eating
in a sukkah and shaking the lulav on Sukkot, avoiding work on the
holidays, and so on), so we could assume that the dates of these
holidays are also determined by G-d in the Torah.

But this Torah reading tells us that the opposite is true. The Jewish
calendar is set by the Jewish people, based on when witnesses
saw the new moon and testified as much in the courts. And when
necessary, the courts would postpone hearing the testimony in
order for the month to begin and end on predetermined dates.
Even today, we follow a perpetually set calendar which was set by
man, not G-d.

This is G-ds reminder to us that He expects us to be a partner in
His Torah and His creation. We have the divinely given tools and
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ability to bring G-dliness into the world we inhabit, and G-d
depends on us, so to speak, to make spirituality a reality.

Shabbat shalom

Rabbi Wilansky

Ckids: Pesach Pyramid Dig



Hey kids, get into the Passover spirit by DIGGING with Ckids!

hindy@chabadofmaine.com

Join us for the Pesach Seder

Join us for a socially distant Pesach seder you will remember for a
lifetime. Relive the exodus from Egypt, discover the
eternalmeaning of the Haggadah, and enjoy handmade matzah,
wine, and a wonderful dinner spiced with traditional customs.

Space is limited, please let us know if you plan to attend so we
can plan accordingly. Email chana@chabadofmaine.com to
reserve your seat.

Order a Seder-to-Go
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Order a Seder plate-to-go for yourSeder!

Order: chana@chabadofmaine.com

Join the fun at Camp Gan Izzy!



Join us at CGI for another fantastic summer! Sign up today at
chabadofmaine.com/cgi.

Weekly Torah Studies Class
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Join Rabbi Levi for the weekly Torah Studies class.

chabadofmaine.com/zoom

Donate

Join in and become a partner in the work we do!

Help us continue our work

This Week @
www.ChabadofMaine.c
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BY THE NUMBERS

14 Kosher Myths and Facts
Are you ready to challenge some of the things
youve always thought to be true about the Jewish
dietary laws? Lets begin!

More...
ESSAY

Is Passover Headed Towards
Obsolescence?
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Just the other day, you did something that will last
forever.

More...

PARSHAH

Stop Thinking and Start Doing
Sometimes, its time to put the self-help books
aside and jump into the action.

More...
YOUR QUESTIONS

Why Does the Jewish Calendar Follow
the Moon?
Our sages tell us that the Jews count based on the
moon and are compared to the moon.

More...

Parshah in a Nutshell

Parshat Vayak'hel-Pekudei

Moses assembles the people of Israel and reiterates to them the
commandment to observe the Shabbat. He then conveys Gds
instructions regarding the making of the Mishkan (Tabernacle).
The people donate the required materials in abundance, bringing
gold, silver and copper; blue-, purple- and red-dyed wool; goat
hair, spun linen, animal skins, wood, olive oil, herbs and precious
stones. Moses has to tell them to stop giving.

A team of wise-hearted artisans make the Mishkan and its
furnishings (as detailed in the previous Torah readings of
Terumah, Tetzaveh and Ki Tisa): three layers of roof coverings;
48 gold-plated wall panels, and 100 silver foundation sockets; the
parochet ( veil) that separates between the Sanctuarys two
chambers, and the masach ( screen) that fronts it; the Ark and its
cover with the Cherubim; the table and its showbread; the
seven-branched menorah with its specially prepared oil; the
golden altar and the incense burned on it; the anointing oil; the
outdoor altar for burnt offerings and all its implements; the
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hangings, posts and foundation sockets for the courtyard; and the
basin and its pedestal, made out of copper mirrors.

An accounting is made of the gold, silver and copper donated by
the people for the making of the Mishkan. Betzalel, Aholiav and
their assistants make the eight priestly garmentsthe ephod,
breastplate, cloak, crown, turban, tunic, sash and
breechesaccording to the specifications communicated to Moses
in the Parshah of Tetzaveh.

The Mishkan is completed and all its components are brought to
Moses, who erects it and anoints it with the holy anointing oil, and
initiates Aaron and his four sons into the priesthood. A cloud
appears over the Mishkan, signifying the divine presence that has
come to dwell within it.

Parshat Hachodesh

This being the Shabbat that falls on or before the first of Nissan,
we also read the section of Hachodesh (Exodus 12:120), which
relates Gds words to Moses in Egypt two weeks before the
Exodus, instructing us to set the Jewish calendar by the monthly
new moon, and to regard Nissan as the head of months. Gd
also instructs to bring the Passover offering, to eat it with matzah
and bitter herbs, and to abstain from leaven for seven days.

Chabad World News
HOLIDAY WATCH

1 Million Pounds of Shmurah Matzah: How
Passover Production Continues to Rise

More

OBITUARY

David Dinkins and the Rebbe: Advice and
Blessing in a Time of Turmoil

More

SOUTH AMERICA

With Israel Trip Canceled, a South
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American Study Vacation Becomes a Life-
Changer

More

BOOK BAG

Four Keys of Kabbalah: A Relatable
Introduction to Jewish Mysticism

More
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